1576]      Education of Heniy of Bourbon.        49

Picardy to Pan where, ten days later, Henry of
Bourbon came into the world during the night of
December 13, 1555.

Jane and her husband had seen with some anxiety
the influence gained by his mistresses over the King
of Navarre; they feared that his will might not
be satisfactory. The Princess hinted to her father
that she would like to see it. He replied : '* You
shall have it to keep, if you will give me in exchange
a lusty grandson, and sing when he first sees the
light, for I want no whimpering, puling baby! "
It has often been told how the bargain was kept.
How the King brought to his daughter's room his
will in a golden casket, and received in exchange the
new-born infant which he wrapped in a fold of his
dressing-gown, delighted to see it joyously nod its
head and suck its lips when they were rubbed
with a clove of garlic and moistened with a drop of
Gascon wine. It was perhaps this precocious indul-
gence which gave the infant a distaste for its natural
food. Nurse after nurse was tried, and it was with
the eighth that the little Henry was sent to a castle
in the mountains of Beam, where the air was keenest
and most bracing, to be brought up according to the
directions of his grandfather, under the care of
Madame de Miossans, a connection of the Bour-
bons.

Historians tell us how the King of Navarre insisted
that the child should run about barefoot, join in
the rough sports of the village lads, and live on
the national porridge. Since, however, Henry of
Albret died when his grandson was only two years